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Description:

The Fall of the Roman Empire has been a best-selling subject since the 18th century. Since then, over 200 very diverse reasons have been
advocated for the collapse of the western half of the Roman Empire. Until very recently, the academic view embarrassedly downplayed the
violence and destruction, in an attempt to provide a more urbane account of late antiquity: barbarian invasions were mistakenly described as the
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movement of peoples. It was all painfully tame and civilised.But now Adrian Goldsworthy comes forward with his trademark combination of clear
narrative, common sense, and a thorough mastery of the sources. In telling the story from start to finish, he rescues the era from the diffident and
mealy-mouthed: this is a red-blooded account of aggressive barbarian attacks, palace coups, scheming courtiers and corrupt emperors who set the
bar for excess. It is old fashioned history in the best sense: an accessible narrative with colourful characters whose story reveals the true reasons
for the fall of Rome.

I have to say that I liked it. I didnt give it five stars, however, because of the writing style. This academic monosyntaxophiliac, ie a person who is in
love with basically one, single kind of English sentence, is an amazing researcher, yes, and if you can get over reading the same sentence form over,
and over, and over, and over for about 600 pages you will really enjoy this thing. After the second page I thought to myself, What a great
opportunity to review Western Roman History AND study Zen chanting at the same time. Great scholar and his writing is typical of the lot.
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